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field. It is certainly one of the very best of hia
productions, but lie showed on the next great oc-
casion a distinct improvement, which he long
maintained. Five years after the oration at
Plymouth, he delivered the address on the laying
of the corner-stone of Bunker Hill monument.
The superiority to the first oration was not in es-
sentials, but in details, the fruit of a ripening and
expanding mind. At Bunker Hill, as at Plym-
outh, he displayed the massiveness of thought,
the dignity and grandeur of expression, and the
range of vision which are all so characteristic of
his intellect and which were so much enhanced
by his wonderful physical attributes. But in the
later oration there is a greater finish and smooth-
ness. We appreciate the fact that the Plymouth
oration is a succession of eloquent fragments ; the
same is true of the Bunker Hill address, but we
no longer realize it. The continuity is, in appear-
ance, unbroken, and the whole work is rounded
and polished. The style, too, is now perfected.
It is at once plain, direct, massive, and vivid.
The sentences are generally short and alwaya
clear, but never monotonous. The preference for
Anglo-Saxon words and the exclusion of Latin de-
rivatives are extremely marked, and we find here
in rare perfection that highest attribute of style,
the union of simplicity, picturesqueness, and force.
In the first Bunker Hill oration Mr. Webster
touched hia highest point in the difficult task o!